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Press release no. 56/2021

[bookmark: _Hlk85895119]Training, technology, safety: the agricultural sector faces up to major challenges

From technological evolution to safety in the fields. A talkshow with the protagonists of the agricultural supply chain, from farmers to tractor manufacturers, was held during the 44th edition of EIMA, the International Agricultural Machinery Exhibition in Bologna, and brought together the major issues on which the future of the sector is being played out. For Alessandro Malavolti, president of FederUnacoma, schools also need to be rethought: "Agricultural schools should train students on agriculture 4.0".

Technological evolution is taking giant steps and requires new strategies to bring farmers closer to ever faster innovation. Agricultural schools need to be rethought and brought into line with agriculture 4.0. Bureaucracy must be streamlined to free businesses from a heavy burden. And the fleet of agricultural machinery must be renewed to increase safety in the fields. These are the main topics discussed at the conclusion of EIMA, the international agricultural machinery exhibition that has reached its last day in the halls of BolognaFiere, during a talkshow involving all the protagonists of the agricultural supply chain. Alessandro Malavolti, head of FederUnacoma, the association of agricultural machinery manufacturers, was in attendance. He was joined by Stefano Francia, president of Giovani agricoltori di Cia, Roberto Rinaldin, representing Federacma, the national association of agricultural machinery dealers, and Roberto Guidotti of Cai, representing contractors. "At every appointment with EIMA we see a new technological leap forward," said Malavolti. At the previous edition we started talking about automation and now, just a few years later, we see the first robots. For this reason, according to Francia, it is "necessary to bring farmers closer to technology, also because the path towards automation can help us solve the problem of the lack of manpower in the fields". This is an issue that is very much felt by all players in the supply chain. "Perhaps we are not yet fully prepared, and for this reason we must make a new commitment," stressed Rinaldin, recalling that the first robots seen at the Bologna exhibition will soon be in the fields. This is why, according to Guidotti, a lot of work needs to be done on training: "When we talk to farmers' children the feedback is immediate: we need to put more effort into alternating school and work". Malavolti was in full agreement on this point. “Agricultural mechanisation," he explained, "must once again become a subject to be studied at agricultural colleges. It is necessary to train students on agriculture 4.0, to reopen schools in the afternoon, to provide post-diploma courses and to train a new university class". From the new training plans, we move on to bureaucracy, which, according to all operators in the sector, must be streamlined in favour of a few clear rules. And then we come to a very important issue, that of safety. We need to proceed immediately with an overhaul of the fleet of agricultural machinery, which is very old, because we cannot compromise on safety," said Malavolti, who stressed the need to strengthen the relationship with politics and institutions: "At stake," he added, "is the overhaul game, which has been waiting for years. We have to face it with the two competent ministries, the Ministry of Transport and the Ministry of Agriculture.
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